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The crowd is getting younger at singles parties as more people
luck up the courage to join dating agencies, writes Katie Lau

Close encounters

one is dancing

however: everyone's busy o
strike up conversations -m&
surprising, sinee this is a singles
party organised by a local dating
agency. The difference is that many
of the participants are in their 205,

Ellen Lo, a 25-year-old j
buyer, says she signed up “just to see
what it’s like” but concedes it can
be awkward when you can’t find
anyone nice to talk w". She seems
more comforable chatting with two
women she has hfll met than
edrenilate among the crowd,

Although she exchanges contact
information with a few men, Lo
reckons most are too young for her,
“They are not my cup of tea.”
Dating services used to be
regarded as an avenue malnly for
those in their 30s to 40s, and for the
s?c!t.!ﬂy awkwand or romantically

are changing as thousands of young
people tum to organised dating.

are now S0 many that

ies have bl,‘glll‘l ! it g
brackets for activities such as speed
dating 1o cater o the younger
clientele, some accepling men of 24
i women as young as 20,

Antractive, outgoing and gainfully

employed, many don't seem like
typical candidates seeking help to
widen their sockal circles and meet
potential partners, but there's been
# cultural shift,
w“l’fe_up_!eﬁwnﬂ:is generation are
and feel that if they want something,

can't sitaround and do
Doig :
suciology




