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SHE is bright, spunky and has a
Masters in human resources from
a London university.

She used to have a stable $3,000-a-
month job as an assistant manager in a fi-
nance company.

But 24-year-old Violet Lim put her bright
prospects aside to pursue the least expected
thing: Matchmaking.

What's more, she is forking out $3,500 so
that she can be better qualified for her new
line of work.

This Thursday, Miss Lim will leave for
New York to enroll in a three-day intensive
course at The Matchmaking Institute in
downtown Manhattan. (See report on facing
page.) o :
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So far, Miss Lim is the only Singaporean to
sign up for the course with the recently-
opened institute.

Why the career switch?

Miss Lim said that after a few months at
her job, she realised she didn't find it person-
ally satisfying.

“I've always been interested in the human
element and dealing with people,” she said,
adding that her work was more on the ad-
ministrative side of the business.

MANY SINGLE COUSINS

But while she was working, she noticed
that many of her cousins and at least half her
colleagues were still single in their early 30s.

In contrast, most of her university friends
in their mid-20s were married or in relation-

ships. “That got me thinking — because my
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colleagues and cousins are all eligible singles.

‘“There’s nothing wrong with remain-
ing single if it’s a choice they've made,
but after speaking to many people, it
seems many singles just don’t have
time to meet new people. Their social
circles are limited to people they al-
ready know.”

An advertisement for a New York-based
matchmaking agency caught Ms Lim’s eye

while she was flipping through an in-flight -

magazine last November.

She did some research online and found an
advertisement for The Matchiaking Insti-
tute.

It struck a chord. )

Even when she was in secondary school,
Ms Lim was everyone's favourite Agony
Aunt.

Stepping into the role of matchmaker, she

Matchmaker

concluded, would be a logical move, given her
natural interest in handling inter-personal
relationships.

So she decided to quit her job, enroll in the
institute’s certificate course and start her
own matchmaking business with her boy-
friend of four years, Mr Jamie Lee, 28.

The couple has recruited another investor
and named their business Lunch Actually.
It's due to launch in two months’ time.

Ms Lim said: “My friends were surprised
because they saw me as someone who would
stick to the same career path.”

Her father, who has a car dealership, and
her mother, who has a tailoring business,
were also taken aback.

But they have since encouraged her to fol-
low her heart.

Before taking the plunge, she and her boy-
friend spent three months researching online
and commissioned a market research survey.

They found many working women were
hesitant to post their profiles online because
it might look unprofessional.

Many people also lied about their particu-
lars in online postings and there was no way

to verify the information until both parties
met. Ms Lim thinks matchmaking is a safer,
more reliable way to meet and thinks there is
a demand for her services.

“From our survey, busy, young profession-
als do want someone to be with, but they lack
the time to find that special someone,” she
said.

She already has her law degree from the
University of Manchester and a Masters de-
gree from the London School of Economics;
does she think a certificate will give her an
edge?

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN

“It’'s not about the certification, but the op-
portunity to learn from industry experts,” in-
sisted Ms Lim. “Lisa (Clampitt), the director
of The Matchmaking Institute, is a successful
matchmaker and I want to be able to see for
myself how her business is run.

“It’s worth paying a premium to'get the ex-
posure. After getfing such insights, I can
bring these ideas back.”

Apart from spending US$750 ($1,271) for
the course and US$250 for the optional start-

er kit, Ms le p
air ticket and acco

sophisticated methods.

But why fly halfway round the world to

New York?

She said: “I was impressed by the fun and
trendy websites of US matchmaking agen-
cies. If I were smgle, I would sign up with the

US agencies.’

She wants to model Lunch Actually after

the US agencies.

Casual yet professional lunch dates will be
the main method of introducing singles to

each other.

“Lunch is perfect as even busy profession-

$1,800 for her
ation, all from her
savings. Mr Lee feels that it will be money
well spent, as the course promises to teach

als have to eat. Since lunch usually lasts for
an hour, both parties will have enough time
to get to know each other and decide if they
want a second date.”

But she is realistic and doesn’t see all her
matches leading to wedding bells.

“Tt would be ideal if each match ended in
marriage, but it doesn’t have to be so. We just
want to help people start dating.”




