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THE MATCHMAKER

Director of Lunch Actually, Violet Lim on dating, single hood and finding true love...

o how would you like to be
addressed? Dr. Love or Dr.
Fin-Me-Up?
| hawe always liked the sound
of Miss Match.
Mismatch? Hmm... nevermind, so you
sat people up for dates. How did that
come about?
My childhood dream was o be a
matchmaker.
Really?
Ok, Lied, | have always aspired (o
e a doctor, a lawyer or a banker.
Howr Fended up as a modecn-day
metchmaker... well, | have always
wanted a career where | will always
e worling with people, helping them
salve their problerns, lending them
a listening ear. | read law, but afier
winpleting my internships, 1 decided
that law was not my calling. | dida
Masters in HE, but the job mumed out to
b bow vl ministrative. Hence, | pounced
on the chance of being able 1o start
something which combines my passion
wiih business - hence seiting people
up for dates seem like the perfiect
profession for me!
But why set up something like Lunch
Actually?
Well, when [ was working in a bank,
many of my colleagues were all single
anid nod dating. Noi thai they were
unattractive or ineligible. just that they
were all marmed to the bank! On the

bee & do-gooder, Even if you are having
a bad day yoursell e.g. just quarrelled
with your boyiriend. you must iry
your best to find your member a great
malch. A big heart because there are
times you are might get scoeamed at
for something that is totally out of your
coningd. But being an understancding
consultant, you tale it in your siride.
And fmally a strong heart because you
are in for surprises everyday! Someons
migh just call you up and say, guess
what! My date was my ex-wife's
colleague! Or, hey, we just got marcied,
when they have st met 3 months ago!
50 being a certified Matchmaker,
what's your lake on the whole dating
sceno hare?

it’s heahthy and thriving. Unilike what

your way tomeet 3 new friend. After
the initial consultation with ws at our
affice, the rest of the processis just

lilee meeting another new friend over
lunch. No worries thal you might be
canght at a singles event by friends (ie.
announcng to the whole world you are
single and loolcing) or the rislk of your
persontal profile online read by your
boss.

Wiy exactly set up dates ower lunch
instead of dinner?

Lunch = shori, sweet and simple.
Peaple might ind dinner too heavy,
romantic and intimidating. We arrange
evening dates too; we just don’t call
them dinner! They are known as

after work coffes or after work drinks,
depending on the venue!

spitted at.

| ©' Who's more pathetic
when it comes to dating,
men or women?

/"\Dare | say the men, and get

many people might think, Malaysians

Sounds like fun, what's the process

whenever necessary. And, if (fouch
wond) the relationship does not work
out and they have to reactivaie their
miembership, our dating consuliams
are always here with a listening ear.
Is there are screening process to
weed out psychos?

We meet up with each and every one
of our potential members. Il we are no:
comfortable with the person, we would
ot sign them up.

While on the topic of psychos, have
any tried to enrol in your dating
ST

To date, thank goodniess, no! Guess
they would iry out something that has
no screeningfvertfication plus lower o
10 IMvESTmEnt Cost.

We heard you have a compauter that
sorts out suitable matches.

Yes we have a system that filters out
the suable matches acconding to
your profile, physical and personality
attributes!

Cool, doos it have a name like Desp
Blue or something?

Ir's called Soulseek.

What's the success rate like for
relationship challenged prople

like us?

Well, P0-50% of our first dates armanged
have been rated as good by our
members. So il you are an average,
normal bloke, you would enjoy our
SETVIE,

other hand. | had many friends who are prenty open-minded when itcomes | ke if we wero to sign up? Wa heard that twe of your chents are
wiere gelting married as well. Keen to to dating, If not, how else could we We will meet up you up at our cosy like tying the knot. Doesn®t stulf like
solve this mystery, | investigated the explain all the enguiries we have been | office for a chat to find out mose about that anly happen in the movies?
reason for this phenomenon, Irealised | getting since we started in Sepiember? | your dating preforences, Afier you have | We have not only one but three
thai those geiting married were people | 50 you do have enough lonely people | signed on the doned lines, we will couples we tied the knot kast year!
who actually met theirother halvesat | out there b run in a profil every praceed to find vou your first date. Al Well, we do exist 1o help bring people
schoal or university. There are many | manth? the arrangements of the date will be | together you know?
differen? dating platforms out there, Now, now... be nice. Let's not use done by us, Youjustneed o fwrnupat | Sowhen's the wedding and do you
bt nothing specially caters to the derogalory terms such as lonely here, the venue and enjoy the daie! And afier | gel o give away the groom?
meeds of a busy worling professional. Well, to answer yourquestion, there | that, we will contact you io get your Haha! Na, but we did get an Ang Pow
Lunch dating is a concept that has are enough busy warking professionals | feedback on your date. This will help though. The wedding was in carly
been popularin the UK, US & Anstralia | & executives io keep us in the black. s refine the matching criteria to ensure | December last year.
bt there was nothing liloe it in Asia. Who's more pathetic when it comes that your next date i5 even betier ihan You have a database of single women
After much thought and research, my | to dating, men or woman? the last! with you. Mind sharing it with us?
hwrsband and | decided to start Asia's Diare | say the men, and gei spitted at; Canyou entertain weird requestslike | Yes, if you pay us the membership fee.
first bumch diating conmpany. FHM is & men"s magazine afier all? Ok, | *find me a gir with a butt like Jlo"s'? why not? We have overheads 1o pay
What does it take to run a dating seriously, hoth men and women have We hiad this guy who came in and alter all!
sarvica? What qualifications must theiridiosyncrasios. Enough said. insisted that his date have long hair, What would your advice be fior the
you havel Yeah right. How does Lunch Actually fair-skinned, and is an accountant, lovelormn?
Lam a Certified Matchmaker from the compare to other dating senvices like | Puzzled by his request, | dug deeper to Keep a positive attifude, be open o new
Matchmaling Instinue in New York. say... Spead Dating? find out why? Well, alter much probing. | ideas and learn to understand the rules
Huh? You go to school for that? Well unlile other dating platforms, | it turned out that he was looking for a of the love game so you can become

5 Yes! Getting formal maining definiely Lunch Acinally is a personalized | chome of his ex-girfriend. betterat it

| helped me be a better consultand. In dating service thet specialises in | Lowely story. And did you give him Finally. Valentine's coming up soon.

| addition, you will need (a) a good one-to-one lunch dates. Each date is counsalling... Can you get us a dats? |
heart, (b} a big heart, and {c) a simong handpicked acconding fo vour dating We wouldnt call ourselves counsellors | Tell us your dating preferences, and we
heart. A good heart because you must preferences. You need not go out of but we do give dating tips and pointers. | will try our best! res

|






